
• Disking may be performed on CRP 
fields from August 1 to May 1 each 
year. 

 
• Fields with a history of noxious weeds 

or a severe weed problem in portions 
of the field should be approached cau-
tiously.  Disking will allow seeds lying 
dormant in the field a chance to germi-
nate and reappear. 

 
• Disking should not be performed on 

areas with severely erodible soils. 

• The amount of disking performed is 
the most important aspect of this     
project.  Multiple passes will likely be 
necessary to achieve the maximum 
benefits. 

 
• In this photo, three passes with the 

disk  demonstrate the desired disking 
intensity and have left the area with 
over 40% residue on the ground. 

 
• Disking may be performed to a depth 

of 1 to 3 inches on up to 33% of the 
field each year. 

• One year following disking and inter-
seeding legumes, the upgrade in this 
photo produced cover over 18” tall that 
was excellent nesting & brood rearing 
cover. 

 
• Pheasants Forever produces several 

special mixtures specifically designed 
for upgrading CRP fields.  

 
• Disking mature CRP fields will also 

encourage annual weeds in the up-
graded area.  Many of the benefits of 
the upgrade are provided by these 
plants. 

• An upgraded area will produce the 
plants and attract insects that are criti-
cal to chick survival and growth. 

 
• CRP fields with a disking and legume 

upgrades have shown increased nest-
ing success, increased insects for 
chicks and increased brood survival. 

 
• Disking and interseeding legumes is 

the single most effective habitat prac-
tice you can do to increase pheasants 
and quail on mature CRP fields.  


